
It’s All About Life Summer 2016

THE COMMON THREAD 

Your Eyes on the Capital
Alaska Legislature gives legal protection to first responders, pharmacists

You may have noticed an amazing case of  bipartisanship in Juneau ear-
lier this spring – the legislature unanimously passed legal protection for first 
responders and pharmacists to distribute an overdose-reversing drug called 
naloxone. This ‘miracle drug’ immediately reverses the effects of  overdose 
from opiates, saving a life in a matter of  minutes. 

The new law provides immunity to anyone 
prescribing, providing, or administering this 
life-saving drug, giving those who are overdosing 
a second chance at life. You know, just as we do 
at the Four A’s, that there is life after addiction.  
Having better access to naloxone means longer 
lives for Alaskans in need of  help. 

Your support helps us educate injection drug 
users about how to keep themselves safe, how to 
access for treatment, and how to save the life of  someone who is overdosing.

Donor Spotlight: Sharon Gaiptman 
Juneau Community Activist prioritizes HIV care and prevention

Sharon Gaiptman is not only a famous personality and 
program director in the world of  Juneau public radio; she’s 
also a passionate community activist. Just like you, Sharon  
applauds the work that the Four A’s does. 

“It makes me sick that people get sick and nobody cares,” 
she said. “I had many friends die early on in the epidemic, and 
it was a very scary time. The good news is that it doesn’t have 
to be that scary anymore – but only if  you keep doing that 
good work.” 

Like you, Sharon sees the positive changes the Four A’s 
facilitates for individuals and communities all over Alaska. 
These changes are made possible because you and Sharon 
continue to financially give. Thank you for choosing to act, 
because it’s all about life.

Thank you to KMPG for sponsoring this issue of 
The Common Thread!  To learn about sponsorship 

opportunities, please contact lherman@alaskanaids.org 

Life-saving 
miracle drug 

now available in  
Alaska to 

reverse overdose.

Naloxone is available in an intranasal 
spray and injectable fluid.



How Your Gifts were Used in 2015:
 ♦ 91,039 pounds of  food distributed – meaning 

nutrition for the immune systems of  our clients
 ♦ 98% of  syringes distributed returned for safe 

disposal – meaning fewer contaminants in  
our communities

 ♦ 477,787 syringes out, 469,360 syringes recovered

From the Executive Director, Heather Davis
I’m sure you’ve heard of  the heroin epidemic 

ravaging the country and local news coverage of  
its effects right here in Alaska. The Four A’s has 
been involved in many discussions statewide on 
how to deal with this ever-growing issue as funding 
resources are extremely limited.

Through your support, the Four A’s has run 
a syringe exchange since 2007. Syringe exchange 
programs swap out used syringes for clean ones 
while providing wrap-around services such as HIV/
Hepatitis C testing and referrals to drug treatment for 
people struggling with addiction. For decades now, 
evidence has overwhelmingly concluded that syringe 
exchange programs are effective at reducing the 
transmission of  these infections among injection drug 
users (IDUs). They also lower needle-stick injuries 
to community members and connect IDUs to social 
services and treatment options.

The Four A’s is extremely lucky to receive 
funding to support our syringe access program in 
Anchorage and Juneau. However, we can’t keep 
up with the growing pace of  this problem, often 
having to limit the number of  syringes we can 
provide. Recently, the federal ban on funding for 
syringe exchange programs was lifted, but with 
several caveats – they will not fund syringes, but 
will fund program elements such as staff, facilities, 
and wrap-around services. While not the full 
answer to the problem, this is a major step for 
harm reduction and hopefully elimination of  the 
stigma attached to this epidemic. 

Thank you for your support of  the Four A’s 
Syringe Access Program and understanding the 
vital role it plays in the health of  our communities 
and neighbors.

Because of  You,  
She didn’t die Alone

WALKING THE ROAD TOGETHER
You helped us mourn the loss of  Edith this 

spring. Edith was a long-term client who livened our 
community with her own Southern feistiness. She was 
a strong woman and a fiery self-advocate who often 
took part in various Four A’s activities.  Edith began 
to lean heavily on us for support when her health and 
mental functioning began to deteriorate a few months 
ago. You made sure we had the resources to be there 
for her.

As Edith’s dementia became a barrier to her 
quality of  life, Four A’s case manager Angela Dunn 
worked relentlessly to ensure that Edith’s needs were 
met through daily check-ins, as well as medical and 
housing advocacy.  Angela was there every step of  
the way, including the day Edith was hospitalized at 
Providence Hospital, and each day of  her stay after 
that. Your gifts meant Angela could be there to hold 
Edith’s hand, sit by her side, and comfort her as she 
took her last breaths.

Thanks to your support, Edith died with dignity 
knowing that she was loved. 

New team members at the Four A’s!

In the past six months, we have 
welcomed two new employees to 
the Four A’s team!

The first is our new Director of  
Development, Laura Herman. She 
comes to us with over a decade of  
work with young people, and ad-
vocacy in the community including 
work at Alaska Youth Advocates 

and for the Berkowitz administration.  
We also have a new smiling face 

at the front desk! Our newest staff  
member, Matt Allen, joins us as our 
new Administrative Assistant.

Come by our Anchorage 
office, and say “Hello!” to either 
of  them. We are so excited to have 
them on our team. 

Welcome Laura & Matt!



THANK YOU,  DONORS!
December 2015—March 2016   

PATRONS  ($10,000 +)
AIDS United
Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Foundation
Comer Foundation

LEADERS  ($5K-$9.9K)
Corbett Mothe
 

PARTNERS  ($1K-4.9K)
Anchorage Unitarian 
   Universalist Fellowship
Candace Bell
Drs. Michael & Laurie Bleicher
Great Land Infusion 
  Pharmacy
Rasmuson Foundation
Robin A. Figueroa
Sarha & John Shaubach
Totem Ocean Trailer Express
True North Church

FRIENDS  ($500-$999)
Anchorage Log Cabin Quilters
Chris Terry & Bob Hancock
David S. Kasser
Four A’s Syringe Access Program Donations
Heather Davis
Heather & Josh Harris
Heather & Dr. John Zipperer
HIV Testing Donations-Anchorage
KPMG
Jay Blury
Larry D Jones
Laurie Gregory & Griffith Steiner
Paige & Jason Bohall
Robin Lutz
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
Susan Orlansky & Jim Bouchard

VISIONARIES  ($100-$499)
2 friends gallery
Aaren MacKenzie
About Face
Alaska Advanced Dentistry
Alaska Tattoo
Allison Brandt & Fred Dunlap
Angela Dunn
Ann Bryson
Arliss Sturgulewski
Beauty Nails & Spa
Cara, Davin, & Ruari O’Brien-Holen
Carolyn Foust Stiles
Chinooks
Cindie’s Boutique
Colin Palmer
Color Me Mine
Dan Seiser & Mark Bell
David Sutton
Deonna Peltier (Pure Romance)

Gail & Jan Sieberts
Halcro Family Foundation
Heather Flynn
Hope McGratty
Jacqueline & Gordon Higby
Jamez Terry
Jane & Norman Schlittler
Jared Daniel Billman
John & Tina Delapp
John Aronno
Jon Zasada
Joseph Pittius
Karl Wilhellmi
Kaitlin McCanless
Kelly & Karl Pasch
Ken Helander
Kevin Bergsrud
Laura Herman
Laurie B. Wolf
Lea’s Boutique 
Lewis Schnaper
Linda Kumin
Lynn Peters
Mad Myrna’s
Mariben O’Brien
Marjory & Lee Wiley
Marsha Burns & Lynn Highland
Mary Ann & Michael Lee
Mary Parker
Michael & Teresa Hensel
Michael Mraz
Mrs. Field’s Cookies
Nancy Eliason
Omer & Carol Carey
Owen & Jeannie Carey
Paul Quesnel
Paul & Jacqueline Frederickson
Peg Faithful & Robert Hume, Jr.
Penny Cordes
Rick Miller and April Arnett
Drs. Robert & Joan Bundtzen
Sam Iaquinta
Scott & Kathleen Griffith
Shades of Opulence
Shawn Lyons
Sheila Arkell
Smudge Monkey Studios
Southside Tattoo
Steven Sobotor
Steven Rampke
Teddy & Cindy Michel
The Foraker Group
Thomas Williams
Tied Up North
Yolo Community Foundation-Stallard Family 

Fund of the Sacramento Region
UAA Charitable Giving Campaign
United Way of SE Alaska

SUSTAINERS  (up to $99)
Alaska Starfish
Amber Leach
Anita & Clair Dalton
Anne Grosshans
Aron & Pat Wolf
Bagoy’s Gallery of Flowers
BP Exploration
Carolyn Heyman-Layne & James Layne
Chance Wayne Atwood
Colleen & Diane Heaney-Mead
Dana Rogers
Danny Earll
Darcy Harris
Deborah Nance
Denise Trujillo
Derek Johnston
Diane Timberlake
Donald A. Lauver
Dr. carolyn V. Brown
Gayle Schuh & Julie Schmidt
Genevieve Mina
Greg & Kelley Hartlieb
Gregory Johnson
Jenny Kimball
Josue Jair Flores
Justine Sanders
Kathleen Bisson & Tyler Robinson
Kim Ciccone
Kolleen Ashman
Lin Davis
Martha White
Matthew & Sandra Cacy
Mia Oxley
Pamela Reil
Phyllis Rhodes & Pam Richter
Rebecca Davenport
Rebecca Siegel
Ri-Sean Miller-Gibson
Robert Kuhner
Ruth Sheridan
Sevigny Studio
Sonya Harris & Andrew Johnson
Susan Moeller
Susan Williams
Tandy Leather
The Men’s Wearhouse
Tricia Cushman

IN MEMORY OF
Frank Foust
Mark Sanders
Mike Bergsrud
Steven Petrivelli

IN HONOR OF
Laura Herman
Susan Orlansky & Jim Bouchard
Ted Ryberg & Bob Williams



Our Mission: To be a key collaborator within the state of Alaska in the provision 
of supportive services to persons living with HIV/AIDS and their families and in 

the elimination of the transmission of HIV infection and its stigma.

Proud to be an Agency Member of 
the United Way of Anchorage

Anchorage Office
1057 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 102
Anchorage, AK  99503
(907) 263-2050   
(907) 263-2051 (fax)
aaaa@alaskanaids.org
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm

Four A’s Board of Directors
Mark Rhodes, President
Katie McKay Bryson, Vice President
Steven Rampke, Secretary
Nick Whitmore, Treasurer 
Candace Bell
Albert Fogle
Melissa Griffiths
Richard Miller
Jamez Terry
Bill Wilks

Southeast Advisory Board
carolyn V Brown
Melissa Griffiths
Michele Stuart Morgan
Tonda Wolfe
Chris Won

Juneau Office
174 S Franklin Street, #207 (Physical)
PO Box 21481 (Mailing)
Juneau, AK  99802
(907) 586-6089    
(907) 586-1089 (fax)
1-888-660-2437
aaaase@alaskanaids.org 
M, T, R  1:30pm - 4pm; 
     F  11:00am - 12:30pm

To make a secure online donation, visit: 
www.AlaskanAIDS.org

Statewide Helpline
1-800-478-2437

JOIN OUR TEAM—HIRING IN SOUTHEAST
Because of  the growing need for services, Four A’s 

is adding another part-time staff  person to help out 
James Hoagland, Coordinator of  Southeast Services. 

You have witnessed the amazing 
impact James is having, 
and we want to double the 
impact of  the Four A’s in 
the Southeast.

Do you know someone 
who is reliable, compas-
sionate, and non-judgmen-
tal in Southeast? We’d love for 

them to apply! Contact Heather 
Davis for more info at hdavis@
alaskanaids.org or go to our web-
site under “About Us” – Career 
Opportunities.

DINE OUT. FIGHT AIDS. APRIL 28th
Anchorage area residents! Gather a group 

of  your friends or family and make your meal 
meaningful by Dining Out For Life! The Four A’s 
has partnered with six restaurants to support 
Alaskans living with HIV/AIDS, and expand 
HIV prevention efforts.

On Thursday, April 28th, have lunch at Bear 
Tooth Grill or dine out for lunch or dinner at 

Table 6, Haute Quarter Grill, 
Torchon Bistro, Chair 5 in 

Girdwood, or Pizza Man in 
Eagle River,

and enjoy knowing that 25-40% 
of  all sales from these restau-

rants will be donated to the Four A’s. Last year, 
many of  you went out of  your way to dine out, 
sharing time with family and friends while mak-
ing an impact in Alaska. Mark your calendars, 
and make a reservation! 


